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Dissertation Abstract 
 
My dissertation aims to make the case for a “mitigated Pyrrhonian” reading of Kant’s 
critical philosophy, according to which Pyrrhonian skepticism can be employed as a 
means to knowledge. Many common interpretations of Kant’s views on philosophical 
skepticism hold that he intended to refute all forms of skepticism, which I argue 
comes from a conflation of Cartesian skepticism with other forms of skepticism. I 
show that Kant, far from aiming to refute Pyrrhonian skepticism, firmly endorsed 
Pyrrho’s method in the Lectures on Logic. I argue that Kant made a sharp distinction 
between the “skeptical method” of Pyrrho and the austere, dogmatic form of 
skepticism which he aimed to refute; that he understood Pyrrho to have been a 
moderate skeptic, who aimed to use doubt as a means to reach knowledge; and that 
various elements of his account of Pyrrhonian skepticism in the Lectures on Logic find 
their way into the works of the critical period in a number of surprising ways. I then 
proceed by examining various points of contact between Kant and Pyrrho in the 
Critique of Pure Reason, and in the final chapter, conclude with a discussion of the 
shared “skeptical method” which he attributes to himself in the Critique of Pure Reason 
and to both Hume and Pyrrho in the Lectures on Logic. 
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